
EDE602 
Grade 2 
Lesson #1 Poetry Unit 
 
Overview: 
To help students identify line breaks and pauses in a poem.  
 
Strategy: 
Visualization using stop and think method. 
 
Standards Addressed: 
E5a- responds to poetry using interpretive and critical processes. 
 
Objective:  

 Children will develop an understanding of what poetry is.  
 Children will be able to write poetry by using line breaks and thinking about when 

and why they feel the reader should pause. 
 
Resources Needed: 

 Title: Rope Rhyme ; Author: Eloise Greenfield 
 Writing Notebook 
 Pencils 

 
 
Introducing the Strategy: 

 A talented poet can chose their line breaks to show a reader when exactly to 
pause.  

 
 I will introduce what a line break and rhythm is. 
 A line break is where the poet ends the line and wants the reader to pause. 
 Longer lines make the rhythm faster, short lines make the rhythm slower.  
 Rhythm is the pattern and beat the poem is making.  

 
 The poem I chose to use relates to a city which goes along with our social studies 

topic “our community”. 
 

Vocabulary Words: 
 Bounce 
 Clappedy  
 Slappedy 

 
Reading/Discussing the Poetry: 

 Students will be asked to sit on the carpet; I will read the poem Rope Rhyme out 
loud first. 



 Using chart paper to help me guide the students I will instruct the students to snap 
their fingers where they feel a line break should be. 

 We as a class will read the poem two more times, during the last reading where 
the students snap I will underline where the break should be. 

 I will show the children how the line breaks are choppy.  
 After a few times of repeating the line breaks the students will be asked to 

reference their writing topics.  
 Referring to a topic they will then turn and discuss with their partner a topic for 

their future potential poem.  
 Children will be asked to go back to their seats and work on the hand out of 

another poem Pigeons by Lillian Moore. They will be asked to identify in their 
writing notebooks where the proper line breaks should be.  

 
Extension: 

 Students will be asked to write their own poem in their writing notebooks using 
line breaks.  

 
Assessment: 

 While children are working on the Pigeons, I will walk around the class and help 
students identify where the line break should be and ask why did they chose 
certain places. 
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EDE602 
Grade 2 
Lesson #2 Poetry Unit 
 
Overview: 
To help students identify the author’s view point. 
 
Strategy: Using Stop and Think Method 
 
Standards Addressed: 
E5a- responds to poetry using interpretive and critical processes. 
 
Objective: 

 Children will develop an understanding of what poetry is. 
 Children will be able to identify poetry in a new surprising way. 

 
Resources Needed: 

 Title: Pigeons -Author: by Lillian Moore 
 Writing Notebook 
 Pencils 

 
Introducing the Strategy: 

 A good poet sometimes says something in a new surprising way. 
 I will ask the students what do they think I mean when I use the word “new”? 

o Students could respond with: 
 Not the same 
 Different 

 The students will be then asked what do you think I mean when I use the 
“surprising” 

o Students could respond with: 
 A different outcome then expected 
 

 The poem I chose to links to a previous lesson plan.  
 Can also relate to the social studies curriculum 
 

Vocabulary Words: 
 Concrete 
 Hedge 

 
 

 Students will be asked to sit quietly on the carpet. I will then read the poem 
Pigeons out loud for the students. Students will feel connected to this poem 
because we have previously used for the line break lesson. While reading I would 
use the proper line breaks and also I will snap my fingers accordingly. 



 We as a class will chart what the students think the poet can change in a new 
surprising way 
 Examples would be:  

Boring Way: Surprising Way: 

Pigeons are city birds Pigeons are city folk 

A pigeon is quiet A pigeon never sings 

A pigeon is boring Oh pigeon what a waste of wings 

 
 
Extension:  

 Ask the students to go back to their seats and look at their notebooks. They are 
to point to something they have previously written in their notebooks and 
think about how they can change the outcome in a new surprising way. They 
will be asked to turn to their neighbor and discuss their thoughts.  

 
 Ask the students to open their notebooks and try to rewrite the poem from 

yesterday in a new surprising way.  
 
Assessment: 

 Have the students sit in a circle and read their poems to the class, no one will offer 
feedback. Later in the day, the selective students who seemed to have a difficult 
time changing an existing line to something new I will offer further assistance. 
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EDE602 
Reflection #1 & 2 combined. 
 
 During the spring semester I observed at P.S.6 in Staten Island, each day I 

observed a different teacher. Therefore I was unable to make a connection with one 

particular teacher to ask if I could teach a lesson to the classroom. However one 2nd grade 

teacher did inform me April is poetry month and her basic reading and writing lessons are 

based around a poetry unit.  

 Both of my lesson plans deal directly with reading poetry. My first lesson strategy 

is learning where a line break should be in a poem. In a potential class, I would read 

without stopping and then ask the children to read with me and snap their fingers where 

they believe a stop should be. This way they learn by doing and the class stays motivated 

by the action of learning. I feel the pro of this activity would be children will stay 

engaged and understand what we are trying to get accomplished. A negative could be for 

a slower reader or someone who does not comprehend in a group environment they just 

might follow along with the class. After being brought back to their seats, having the 

children identify where a break should be in another poem will assess if they actually 

understood. Afterwards they will have to write their own poem using line breaks. I do 

think this lesson could be fun and successful as long as all children behave. It is also a 

good stepping stone for the next lesson I wrote.  

 My second lesson is using the authors view point using stop and think method. As 

a class we will be reading the same poem from yesterday where we addressed hat a line 

break is except today we will try to figure what the authors view point was. This lesson is 

somewhat more difficult because the author’s poem is considered to be “new and 



surprising” and we must try to figure their viewpoint from the original way. Afterwards 

we would change our poem from yesterday and try to change the theme in a new and 

surprising way. To be honest, this lesson I am somewhat concerned with my potential 

delivery. I feel as though I could lose the class if they do not understand it the first time.  

If that would be the case I would have to ask students for examples of a poem sentence 

and change the line together in a classroom circle.  

 Overall both poems will be linked to social studies because they are learning 

about their community and we live in a city. Teaching poetry lessons in April will be 

overall new experiences for me next year. 
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